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Mark 1:14-20
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”

How did Peter and Andrew, and James and John become good fishermen?  I’m sure they learned their trade from a young age, going fishing with their fathers, so they could learn the family business.  They learned that being successful fishermen meant being dedicated to their work … getting up early, being willing to go fishing in spite of the conditions and the weather.  They learned from other fishermen – being willing to be taught by someone else – another older, more mature and experienced fisherman – one’s who’d learned the “tricks of the trade.”

My dad used to take my brother and me fishing.  Dad was a good, experienced fisherman.  And one of the things he’d learned in his experience was that my mom didn’t mind cooking fish – but she expected it to be cleaned by the time she got it!  So – I learned to clean my own fish from early on!!

I think it was on about my eighth or ninth birthday – my dad took me to Pic ‘n Save so I could pick out my birthday present – my own rod and reel!  I still remember that little Zebco 202 spinning reel and that fiberglass rod I chose!  And we went fishing in Cedar Creek, off the bridge on San Juan, near the marina.  I didn’t notice that the bracket holding the reel onto the rod wasn’t attached very well.  So when I cast my line that first time – bait, sinker, line and reel all went into the water … and I was left with just my new rod in my hand!  Of course, my dad being the hero of the day, “fished” the rest of my gear out of the creek.  So nothing was really hurt but my pride!

Peter, Andrew, James and John also knew that good fishermen needed to know the fish – what kind of fish they wanted to catch, and how to know where they were biting.  The depth they needed to fish … among other things.
And they learned to have patience.  Because experience let them know that they wouldn’t always bring in a big catch, if anything at all, the first time they put their nets down.  How many of us have taken our kids or grandkids fishing, and all they  want to do is keep pulling up their baited hook to see if there’s anything on it … even after you’ve told them over and over that the float has to go down first!!

Jesus wasn’t about the business of teaching these four men how to catch fish though, was he?  They were already pretty good at that.  It’s how they made their living.  Anyway, Jesus was a carpenter – not a fisherman!  Jesus was about the business of teaching them to fish for people.  I’m thinking here of one of his parables about the Kingdom of God being like a net that was cast into the sea.
Jesus wanted these first disciples to “partner” with him in fishing for people … in drawing people in to God’s Eternal Kingdom!  And as much as they knew about catching fish – they had much to learn about fishing for people!

So what does this lesson about “fishing for people” mean for us today – as 21st century followers of Jesus?  What are some of the characteristics of becoming good “fishers of people?”  In the Bible, Jesus teaches us what it means to love, to forgive, and to pray.  And he also teaches us how to “fish” for people.

Let’s begin with attitude.  You need to have the right “attitude” to be a good fisher of people.  Good, effective fishers of people love Christ, the ways of Christ, the people of Christ, and the Body of Christ. In fact, they love these things so much that they want to share them with others!  They’re not content just to keep what they’ve found in their relationship with Christ to themselves!  You might say, they’re interested in the “net” result!!
It doesn’t take a lot of fancy equipment to fish for people for Jesus, does it?  We’ve probably all known folks who’ve invested so much in their boat, their tackle and their gas to get them to where the fish are – by the time they catch all those “free” fish – it ends up costing them $100 or more a pound!!  When I think about it that way, I guess I shouldn’t feel so bad when I have to pay $10 a pound for salmon!!

All you need is basic, simple equipment to fish for people for Jesus.  And that “basic, simple equipment” is love for Christ, and love for people!  The love of Jesus in our hearts, and the love we have for others that wants more than anything else for them not to miss out on the Kingdom of God!  Amen?!  You don’t need to know a lot of Bible verses.  You don’t have to have a degree in theology.  All you need to know is that “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son – that all those who believe in him might have eternal/everlasting life!”
A third quality of a good fisherman for Jesus is knowing where the fish are and what they’re biting on.  I don’t know about you, but I’ve never caught any bass on bread balls in a ditch!  There are times and places where people are the most apt and ready for and receptive to the message of the Gospel.  Younger couples, just starting out in their life together – knowing that many times, the odds are against them staying together – and more open to any help - any advantage they can get!

Parents of children.  One study indicates that 77% of unchurched parents want their children in Sunday school.  Even if that number is a bit high, and say, it’s now more like 50% - that’s still a lot of “fishing opportunities!”  In this crazy world we live in today, with less than positive influences and role models, parents are looking for an alternative for their young people!  And, you know what?   It’s not unusual for parents who send their kids to Sunday school, or their teens to youth group – to end up in Church themselves!  We need to be talking to folks we know who have children!   And I know some of you already are!
Another good place is folks we encounter with whom we sense “emptiness” … something missing from their lives.  They most likely don’t know it, but that “emptiness” can only be filled with a relationship with God, through His Son Jesus Christ!  We need to be ready for these conversations … “always being willing to give a reason for the hope that is in us!”  “Speaking the truth in love!”  
A good fisherman has to know when to set the hook.  I went bass fishing for the first time with a friend some years ago in Ft. Myers.   I’ll call him “Hank,” because that was his name!  Hank told me to wait for just the right moment to set the hook – otherwise, I’d yank it right out of the fish’s mouth – which I did a number of times!

There’s an art to setting the hook when we fish for people for the Kingdom, too!  Setting the hook is knowing when to offer the invitation – to ask the question.  “Would you come to church with me this Sunday?”  (not someday!!)  “Would you like for us to talk about your marriage, or your kids, or that feeling of emptiness you have right now?”  We have to be willing to be specific.  We need to ask the Holy Spirit’s guidance as to when the time is right – and not yank the hook too soon, or wait too long!

The last point to remember when fishing is the longer you do it, the better you get!  My dad was a pretty good fisherman – but my granddad was even better!  The longer you and I fish for people, the more comfortable we become with it, and the more successful we are!

The Enemy doesn’t want us to “fish for people” at all!  And when we do, he wants us to fail, and he wants us to be convinced that it’s no use – we’ll never be able to reel folks into the Kingdom, and contribute to the “net result!”  Maybe Jesus has us, but Satan doesn’t want our efforts to yield any further “fish” for the Lord and His Kingdom!
I’m sure you’ve heard it said before – in fact you may have heard me say it – the Church is the one organization in this world that exists primarily for those who are currently outside its membership (repeat).  The primary mission of the Church has always been (or is supposed to have always been) drawing others into the Kingdom of God through a relationship with His Son Jesus Christ.  That’s what “fishing for people” is all about!

Jesus told Andrew and Peter, and James and John – to come, and follow him, and he’d make them fishers of people.  And they dropped everything, and went along with him – to learn this new behavior, this new skill, this new way of living.  

Jesus also calls us – you and me – today, to be about the business of fishing for people.  He calls us to follow him, and to model his life, and his love, and his passion for God’s Kingdom – by partnering with him in building it - one person at a time!

“Come – follow me, and I will make you fish for people!”  

Let’s pray.  Thank you, Lord God, that someone cared enough to “fish” for us, when we were lost, and swimming in that sea of meaninglessness, self-centeredness, emptiness, and hopelessness.  Help us – like Andrew, Peter, James, and John – to learn to fish for people.  Give us a passion for those who have not yet been drawn by the “net of the Spirit” into your Eternal Kingdom.   Amen!
