John Eason – St. Barnabas Sermon, January 2, 2010 – Christmas II
Text: Matthew2:13-15, 19-23
“There he (Joseph) made his home in a town called Nazareth …”
Another year has drawn to a close.  The holidays have come to an end.  The rush of preparation – decorating, cooking and baking, buying and wrapping gifts, entertaining friends and family – is either over or nearly over – as folks return to work and to school.

And for many, the joy and excitement seem to be over as well.  Maybe our joy and excitement disappear because – even though it’s hard for us to admit it – maybe we’ve “bought into” the world’s mindset more than we realize … the mindset that the more material things and creature comforts we have – the happier we’ll be!

But, you know, if material things and creature comforts could really bring us the lasting happiness we so often count on – many of us would the most joyful and fulfilled people in the world!

Instead, we hear reports of high rates of suicide, of depression, and of divorce.  We read about incidents of abuse and addiction, and crime, and a whole host of other personal and social problems – many beyond description!

We find people – at times even ourselves – struggling to stay joyful, working hard to appear happy – when deep down inside, we know we’ve been let down by the lies of the Enemy and the world – that happiness is found in acquiring all we want, and being able to get more and more!!

Most of us have a place we call “home.”  We all long for that place where we can feel safe, and secure, and warm, and comfortable.  A place we share with those with whom we find love, and companionship, and with whom we share our lives.

Joseph was seeking a place for his family – his wife and his son, Jesus – that he, too, could call “home.”  He was first warned by an angel of God in a dream to flee to Egypt with his family – because Herod was about to issue

an “all points bulletin” in an effort to find the child Jesus.  You see, the Wise Men – the Magi – had misled Herod as to the whereabouts of this one who had been born “King of the Jews.”  And so Herod had issued an order that all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two and younger should be located and put to death.   
Then, later, Joseph had another dream, when an angel of the Lord appeared to him again and told him to take Mary and Jesus back to the land of Israel, as those who had been seeking the child’s life were now dead.  So, to make a long story short, the Holy Family finally made their way, settled, and made a home for themselves in a town called Nazareth – fulfilling the prophecy that Jesus would be called a Nazorean.

Joseph began a carpentry business there, Mary set up housekeeping, and Jesus grew up there.  In Nazareth, they finally had a place to call “home!”

A desire for a place that feels like home is a natural human longing we all share.  At the center of this longing for home is a longing for God.  I’m reminded here of the words of St. Augustine, when he said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.” …  In other words, our hearts are restless until they find their home in God. 

With God, we’re always at home – always loved, accepted, safe and secure!  With God, we’re never alone – and we never have to feel isolated, and left all on our own!

I can remember growing up, and at times, being shunned by kids who I thought were my friends … treated mean and feeling rejected.  But I knew I’d always be accepted, affirmed, and loved at home!  I knew, no matter how hurt my feelings were, because nobody wanted me on their team – or because nobody wanted to be my friend – home was a place where I could find comfort, be safe, and feel like I belonged.
It’s amazing how many folks wander through this life – searching for meaning, purpose, belonging, and a place they can truly feel “at home” … but never really finding it!  Believing that if they just “hook up” with the right person, if they just land that “dream job,” if they just get that perfect house in the right neighborhood – then all will be well, and they finally be happy, and feel “at home!”  But the sad thing is – it never happens!  At least not as long as they’re looking for “home” in all those kinds of places!
But if we welcome God’s presence into our lives, entering into a relationship with Him through His Son Jesus Christ – we’ll always have a home – a place where we’re loved, where we’re protected, and where we’re accepted – just as we are!  Like the old hymn reminds us – “Just as I am … O Lamb of God, I come, I come!”
So what are the things that keep us from seeking and ultimately finding a place we can call home?  Why is it that so many people seek for and look in so many places for that feeling of finally being where they know, “deep down,” that they’re where they need to be?

Many folks are drawn by the idea that if they can only land the right job,  everything will fall into place, and they’ll finally feel “at home.”   And certainly in our current economy, with so many people who’ve been out of any kind of work for so long, employment is certainly important.  Being able to feed one’s family and pay the bills is a priority for all of us – and I’m not trying to minimize this.  But thinking that somehow, the only way to fulfillment can be found in what one does for a living is different, and is a deceptive path to follow!
Next, believing that moving into the just right home in just the right neighborhood will be that key element that makes us feel “at home” - is also an illusion.  Because no matter where we live, how valuable our real estate is, who are neighbors are, or how many square feet of living space we have, the fulfillment and sense of these things defining our “true and final home” – if this is what you and I bank on – won’t last long!
Another deception is that knowing the right people and having the right connections, traveling in the right social circles, in having relationships with those who can make a difference in our social and financial status - can give us that sense and assurance of having arrived “at home!”  I remember a couple Terry and I met early on in our marriage, who had a saying attached to their refrigerator that said something to the effect that in the New Year, they had made a commitment to only spend time with successful people!
The Enemy will use these and any other number of deceptions in an attempt to keep us from finding the only “true home” we can ever have!  The last thing the Deceiver wants us to discover is that “home” can never be found in a job, or a piece of real estate, or the people we know … That it can only be found in a relationship with the Living God, through His one and only Son, Jesus Christ.
Unfortunately, even those of us who are believers – those of us who have made a decision to follow Jesus Christ as Savior and as Lord – are not immune from this lure that “home” – that comfort, peace, safety and security - that meaning and purpose – can be found in people, places, and things … separate an apart from God!
What a great opportunity the New Year brings for us to make a commitment to recommit to making our true home in our relationship with God in Christ, and not attempting to find it in other places, and with other things.  And for those who have not yet found their true “home” in a relationship with God, I invite you to make that commitment to Him, through His Son – that commitment and decision that will give you that sense and that assurance of an “eternal home!”
We all need a home.  We’re all continually looking for that home until we find it.  And none of us will ever find that “home” until we turn our hearts toward God.  “Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee!”

This morning, we’ll be welcoming Terry’s and my newest grandchild, Aubrey Anne Parks, into the Body of Christ.  And we’re excited about that!  The promises made this morning on behalf of little Aubrey will be made by her parents, Adam and Heather, and by Terry and me.  
But a point in time will come when Aubrey must make a decision to own her faith, and to make her home in God’s Kingdom, in an eternal relationship with Him, through His Son Jesus Christ.  And we’ll pray for her, do our best to live our lives before her as Christ-like examples, and trust the Holy Spirit to bring to fruition the work that we believe and trust He begins in her heart and life today.
As we enter into this service of Baptism this morning, and say those words of recommitment of our own Baptismal vows, I would invite each of us, either for the first time, or once again – to make our home with God, through His Son Jesus Christ, as Savior, as Lord, as Redeemer, and as the only One who can ever offer us peace, and joy, and true fulfillment – both now and eternally!  Amen!!
