October 16, 2011

Render to God the things that are God
Isaiah 45:1-7   Psalm 96    I Thessalonians 1:1-10   Matthew 22: 15-22



I continue to laugh at the feeble attempts to fool Jesus. Can’t you hear the Pharisees’ round table discussion?  What if we ask him this? If he answers our question this way we’ve got him. And if he answers this way, then we’ve still got him. Now let’s present the question wrapped in a compliment and surprise him so he can’t think about it before hand. He’s got to answer either way and we’ve finally got him and we can resume our position of power.  High fives must have abounded.  This is the last time that we will have to deal with this charlatan, this fake, and this pain in our side.


Jesus knew what they were going to do before they did it. So bewildering them was easy. It was so obvious that I imagine that the Pharisees said why didn’t we think of that answer.   Jesus simply asked for a coin, trapped them in their own net by asking whose likeness was on the coin and said render to Caesar what is due Caesar and render to God what is due God.  Pay your taxes but give to God what Moses said is due God. Check the scriptures for further guidance. One answer was practical and the other was scripturally based.  The Pharisees didn’t have a leg to stand on.


But what does this event mean to us? We don’t have Roman occupiers or a theocracy as a governmental body. We are 21 centuries removed from Jesus and this event. Certainly an important aspect is the division of civil and religious giving. We pay taxes to do everything from fill potholes and to defending our country. We are entering the time of year when we have to think about our support to our church. St. Barnabas has no other funding source except our pockets.  In many churches, this sermon will start the stewardship campaign to fund church in 2012. We also are ending a calendar year. We have to drag out the old calculator, the card table, gather the tax forms and figure our income taxes. If your frustrated like me and too darn busy to navigate the income tax regulations, you hire someone else to do the taxes.  Caesar or in our case the IRS is calling us to pay up. This is the modern version of the Romans and Pharisees divide of giving. Stewardship is important and vital to the life of the church and our relationship to God. However, I think Jesus wants us to go deeper in this relationship. 



We give to our government to provide a multitude of services. We render to Washington what is due. But the question arises. What is rendered to God? What do we owe God?  



God reminds us that He and He alone created light and darkness. He is our creator. This is a fact. We are chosen by God. “I call you by name. I surname you.”  What do we owe God?  Jesus was leading us to what is truly important. Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and be done with it. Our rendering to God is far more important. It is important now and for all time to come.


We owe God our unwavering devotion. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind. Paul rejoiced that we turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God and to wait for his Son from heaven.  



Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his name; bring offerings and come into his courts. Nothing is more valuable to God than our souls and our love for Him. Offer that to God today and tomorrow. 



Earlier we read that we are chosen by God. Baptism is our outward sign of that relationship. In a very few minutes we will baptize Brantley Dye. God by that sacrament will acknowledge that Brantley is his child forever. He chose Brantley. He named Brantley and the heavenly host rejoices today because Brantley will become a Christian, a disciple of Jesus, a new Christian soul. 

