November 6, 2011

Make Way for the Bridegroom
Amos 5: 18-24   Psalm 70    1st Thessalonians 4: 13-18   Matthew 25: 1-13


Jesus had a knack for taking an ordinary, daily occurrence which everyone knew very well and making it extraordinary by relating it to God or Him. This week the everyday occurrence is a marriage ceremony. Everyone knew exactly what he was talking about. Just like us, we have either been married or have been in attendance at a marriage. 



We are familiar with our modern ceremony. Let’s look at the ceremonial customs of the first century Jewish community. The opening scene is the bridegroom meeting his bride at her house, processing around the town so everyone could participate in the wedding and show off his bride. In small villages, much like small towns today, everyone knows everybody else. Am I right? They had known each other since they were born, played with each other as children, gone to synagogue together and shared life together. So the whole town wanted to join in and rejoice at the pending wedding of their friend and loved one. 


Part of the preparations for the event was to light the way for the bridegroom as he came for his bride. By custom and since this is a desert climate, the procession happened after sunset when the day cooled off. The bridesmaids would come out and line the street and wait for the groom to come. Well, he had to prepare himself, put on a wedding tunic, be congratulated by his family and friends and generally see that the household was prepared to receive his bride. At the wedding, the bride would move into the groom’s house and the groom’s family had to construct another room onto the groom’s parent’s house. Multigenerational living is not a new thing. So this may take some time. 


After a busy day, the coolness of the evening and much partying would take their toll on anyone. So the later the procession got, the chances are that the procession would take a nap. I’m something over the age of sixty, so this is very valid to me. Ten o’clock comes and I’m usually in bed.  Mister sunshine has retired for the evening.  So the bridesmaids took a nap. And all of a sudden, a call goes out that the bridegroom is coming. There is no time to run in the house and get extra oil for your lamp. Your lamp may have been burning for hours and its low on oil. Those have prepared have brought a small flask of oil to refill their lamp and that was it. If you didn’t have refill you were out of luck and had to find more. But by that time the procession had past by and the wedding party had entered the bridegroom’s home.  Your part of the party was over and you missed it because you didn’t prepare. 


So preparation for the coming of the bridegroom, Jesus, is the theme of this week’s lessons. Are we going to prepare for the second coming or are we going to be caught ill prepared and left out of the party in heaven?


So what does it mean to prepare for Jesus? I hope that each one of us is preparing to some degree. However, I don’t think that this means that we have to quit our jobs, withdrawl from society and sit around and wait for trumpets to blow. We have heard of all kinds of predictions about the end of the world. Recently some fellow, a retired engineer, calculated that Jesus would return on May 12th. May 13th came and he said, “ Oops, I made a mistake. The correct date is 5 months later, October 12th.” Well, we’re still here and it’s November 6th. I hope this guy didn’t build any bridges around here if he miscalculates like this.  We just don’t know when Jesus is coming back. 



So I have given you a little time to think about my question. What does it mean to prepare for Jesus?  Originally, I was going to give you some suggestions or a formula, but I realized that each one of us has to insure our own salvation. We have to relate to God individually. Much like each individual bridesmaid prepared herself for the coming of the bridegroom, our salvation is our own responsibility. The bridesmaid could not give away her oil. Her oil represents her own salvation. We cannot give a portion of our salvation away. I do ask you to prepare your own heart for the coming of Jesus. Prepare and join the few who entered the wedding feast. Amen 
