Salt
2/2/11 Teaching

Salt has been valued by humans for thousands of years. It seasons our food. Until the 20th century, it was used as a preservative of food. In fact it was so highly valued that it was common practice to pay Roman soldiers with a bag of salt. In fact this is where we get the word salary. In essence the bag of salt was a bag of money.

Salt was used in religious ceremonies by people in the ancient Middle East. Greeks consecrated salt in their rituals. The Temple offerings included salt.  And I think that during the Passover meal included salt or salty water as a reminder of the tears of the Jews while they were slaves. I read that during the Passover meal, the participants dipped bread in salt or salty water. 
Salt also is part of the offerings to God. In fact there is a covenant of salt. Leviticus, chapter 2 tells us about the laws of grain offerings. Lev 2:13 reads, “You shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the covenant with your God be missing from your grain offerings; with all your offerings you shall off salt.” And Numbers 18:19 says, “All the holy offerings that the Israelites present to the Lord I have given to you, together with your sons and daughters, as a perpetual due; it is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord for you and your descendants as well.” So salt was so highly valued that salt was ritually offered to God as a seal of the covenant. 
Read Matthew 5:13. “You are the salt of the earth”. What is Jesus trying to tell us by referring to his disciples as salt of the earth?

Salt is a preservative. He may be telling us that we preserve the covenant with God.  Salt is valuable. Jesus is telling us that we are highly valued by God. Salt adds flavor to our food. When we bring the Gospel to the people, it has a taste pleasing to the one who accepts it. Salt, as a covenant with God, illustrates that we are keeping a covenant with God if we accept the Gospel. The Gospel becomes part of us just as we consume salt with our food. As so when we say that he or she is the salt of the earth, we are saying that the person is rooted in truth and reality. Also salt connotes purity and incorruptibility. 
