    John Eason – St. Barnabas Sermon, April 18, 2010 – Easter III
                                        “The Net Result”
Text: John 21:1-14

Awhile back, Terry asked me if I would begin giving titles to my sermons.  I did pretty good for awhile – but then I started forgetting.  However, based on the lesson Fr. Bruce just read for us, I would title today’s sermon, “The Net Result!”  The more extended version of this title would be “The Net Result of Listening to & Obeying Jesus!”

Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James & John (the sons of Zebedee), & the 2 other unnamed disciples were all fishermen.  So the normal and natural thing for these guys to do was to go fishing.  In the early morning hours, fishing could be a productive venture for seasoned veterans like these guys – but not that particular night!  Because they caught nothing – not even gars or mudfish!!

I’m sure that had to be frustrating!  Even though the resurrected Jesus had appeared them when they were all together in the house that evening recently – Peter & the others knew life would never be the same for them, without their Teacher & Master with them 24/7 – like he had been for the past 3 years.  So a night of fishing with nothing to show for it but an empty net - would probably have been even more disappointing & discouraging than it would have been before.
John tells us that just before daybreak, Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples didn’t know it was him.  Now, if I was 100 yards off shore, especially without my glasses on, I probably wouldn’t have known who it was either!  He asked them if they’d caught any fish, and when they told him “no” – then he commenced to giving them fishing advice!  I mean, after all, they weren’t quite sure who this fellow was … and they were the professional fishermen here … so why should they listen to a stranger?
Well, as we read – for whatever reason, they decided to do as this man advised, and cast the net on the right side of their boat.  Maybe they figured – what have we got to lose?!  Or maybe – just maybe – the Holy Spirit gave them a nudge – that they should trust this guy on the beach, and do just as he said!
In any event, the “net result” was a whole “boatload” of fish!  The net was so heavy with such a bountiful catch – they weren’t able to haul it in!  And in ancient Judaism, an abundant catch was a sign of God’s favor & blessing.
Now, I’ve read this portion of Scripture many times, as you may have, as well.  And I’ve yet to figure out, if Peter was already naked, why he put on clothes before he jumped in the lake to swim to shore!!  Maybe this hasn’t bothered you!  Oh well!
Anyway, when they all got to shore, in addition to having a great catch with them – a net full of fish – 153 of them to be exact … Jesus had breakfast ready for them.  Not eggs and grits – but a good, ole Galilean breakfast of charcoal grilled fish & fresh baked bread!  And nobody asked him who he was – because by that time, they had figured it out!

I remember once when I was about 11 or 12, a friend of mine’s dad took my friend and me fishing.  Ronnie and I had our little Zebco 202 reels, and a couple of “Pic ‘n Save Special” rods – and we thought we were regular “fishin’ magicians!”  We just kept pulling in one fish after the other!  When we ran out of worms, we started using bread balls.  And we finally had so many fish, Ronnie’s dad told us it was time to load everything up and go home.
We were pretty impressed with ourselves with this great day of fishing, and the big catch we’d made!  However, the reason we caught so many fish was we were fishing in a private, stocked pond!!  My buddy and I were still pretty pleased with ourselves anyway – until we found out that once we got home, he and I had to clean all those fish!  I don’t think we had 153 … but it sure seemed like it, by the time we got through!!

So, what can you and I take away from our lesson this morning?  What is it that the disciples “modeled” for us here that can help you & I become more faithful as followers of Jesus Christ today?
Maybe it might seem to you, in your life lately, like you’ve been fishing and coming up with nothing - in your net!  Maybe you’ve been doing “all the right things” – all those things that have brought you success in the past – but your “net result” has appeared to be nothing – zero – zip!!
So what happened when the disciples we just read about had a similar experience?  What happened when they had labored all night – but still had nothing to show for it?  Well, I believe they were about to give up, and head home.  But when this one who appeared to them, at first, as a stranger, asked them to put down their net again – they listened, and they obeyed!  They listened, and they obeyed!!

You know, if I think about my own life, quite often the pattern is that I approach a task and begin working, all on my own, with the hope & expectation that the result will be productive & fruitful.  And when it’s not, I have a tendency to just get frustrated & give up!

However, had I taken the time to look up, and see that the Lord was right there on the shore, watching me … and had I sought his guidance and direction, as to what I should do next … how different my experience would likely have been!!

But, Lord, I’ve already been working at this for hours, and I’ve tried the same thing over & over again!  And it just hasn’t worked!  Try it again!  Or try a different way!  Use a different strategy!  Put your net out on the other side of the boat!!
I know for those of us, like me, who have a tendency to get real comfortable with doing things the same way – over and over again … it’s hard for us to fathom that the Lord just might want us to “think outside the box” - once in awhile!
I remember when I was at St. Paul’s, and one of the ministries Fr. Rick had me overseeing was outreach ministry.  My idea of heading up this ministry was to have a meeting, and have a list of outreach projects, and then get folks “on board” to make them happen.  To make a long story short – sparing you the details – I got frustrated when that didn’t happen.  I decided I’d just pray about it, commit it to the Lord, and then let Him make it happen … if it was gonna happen at all!

What I found after I did this was that different folks in the parish started coming to me with ideas of outreach ministries they’d like to either head up, or at least be involved with.  As a result, we ended up joining in with about 5 or 6 other churches to build 2 Habijax homes, and the Clara White Mission ministry got up and running – with 4 different breakfast teams to share that ministry!  But first, I had to be willing to put my net out on the other side of the boat!!  I believe when you & I listen to the voice of our Lord, and then obey, and do what he instructs us to do – we’ll experience results that go far beyond what we, ourselves, might have considered a “good catch!”
Peter and the others might have been happy pulling in a net with 50 fish in it.  But what Jesus had in mind was not 50 – but 153!!  And probably a lot bigger fish, than the ones Peter & the others envisioned!
In Ephesians 3:20-21, Paul says, “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine …”

In other words, you & I tend to “think small,” in light of what God has in mind and in store for us!  We tend to envision adequacy – while God has in mind abundance!  Remember, it’s not that my cup has just enough, but that “my cup runneth over!!”  And as our daughter, Tracy, used to say when she was little, “That’s a good promise!”

Maybe you’ve been disappointed, discouraged, and even frustrated at your efforts lately.  Whether those efforts and your labor have been at home, at work, or maybe in seeking work – in your relationships, or in your ministry through the Church.  Maybe it’s time that you & I seek the Lord, listen to what he has to say to us, and then step out in obedience, and in faith – even if he calls us to “think outside the box!” … & drop our nets on the other side of the boat!  And remember, God’s way for us often extends far beyond anything you and I might ask or imagine.

As we leave this place today, let us leave with the willingness to do whatever our Lord asks us to – even if we’ve already been at it “all night!”

Let us commit to seeking him, listening to what he says to us, and walking in faithful obedience, in whatever direction he may lead us.

Let’s pray.  Dear Lord, thank you that with you the fishing is always good!  Thank you that with you, we don’t need to settle for just barely enough – because you’ve shown us that you are the Lord of Abundance.  Help us not to give up, but to give in to your will, and your way – trusting that as we follow your lead, and walk in faithful obedience – we will experience success, abundance, and fruitfulness.  And to you we give all honor and glory.  Amen, & amen!!  

