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One day Jesus and his Apostles came upon a blind man. The Apostles asked the usual question about people who were handicapped. His handicap must be God punishing either him or some other relative. It was the common belief of the time.  They had enough experience with Jesus to ask him anything and Jesus would have the answer. He has this all figured out and he will help us understand. 



As usual Jesus saw things differently. He healed the blind man and he saw for the first time in his life. Then things got interesting. The former blind man wished to thank the fellow who made his eyes finally see. He couldn’t find him. He didn’t know who he was. But he knew his voice. 


His friends didn’t recognize him. Well, he looks like old Bruce who is blind, but this couldn’t be him. This man however sees. This guy isn’t Bruce. 



The religious governing body chided Jesus for not following the rules. How can someone who flaunts the rules be a man of God?  The Pharisees even summoned his parents and questioned them. Is this your son? Was he blind? How can he see now? This whole affair is against all that we have taught for centuries. It does not compute.  They themselves could not see the truth standing directly in front of them.  They simply just could not accept truth. They could not even hear it. What did you say again? The man told them again. “I have told you already, and you would not listen.”


It would be easy to project me on the blind man.  I too have been blind to Jesus. It would be easy to project us on his parents. We collectively have been too busy to see Jesus. We rush about doing things and not seeing who is right in front of us. It would be easy to project the Pharisees on today’s religious authorities. They are at times too caught up in the religious rightness of worship. We get caught up in striving for perfection in worship and forget who we are worshipping.  The church today still has its rules and rubrics. We, Anglicans, love our liturgy for good reason. But do we sometimes get too hung up in form and correctness?


We live in a world that is in apparent chaos. The economy is sputtering. The Arab world is in complete turmoil which affects our sense of security since 50% of our gasoline comes from Arab oil wells. The Congress and the President are at logger heads about our own government (what else is new).  We live in a time which we do not see a clear way forward. There seems to be a lot more stuff going on right now or we are just aware of more due to our 24 hour a day news services. Take your pick on which is scenario correct.  There seems to be a fog around us. What are we to do?


Now Jesus comes and puts mud on our eyes. Oh, that helps! But he also tells us to wash the mud and the fog from our eyes. We wash. We open our eyes. And what do we see, but Jesus. We need to take a step back and look again. We need to see clearly who it is who told us to wash our eyes so we may see clearly. As Paul said now we see dimly what we yet see clearly face to face.  We don’t see Jesus clearly, our eyes are cloudy and we wipe that cloudiness away and then we see Jesus clearly.  Listen to the words of a popular song. It’s titled “Open our Eyes, Lord”. Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. To reach out and touch him. And say that we love him. Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen. Open our eyes, lord, we want to see Jesus.


Take what life gives, but have the confidence that Jesus remains right in front of us. Recognize that he and he only is the light of the world and your light personally. Will everything be roses when this happens? No. I haven’t won the lottery yet. The last time that I bought tickets I bargained with God to let me win and half goes to the church. Didn’t happen. However, I know that Jesus is still before me, guiding me and encouraging me to keep moving forward, to be a light to those He places in front of me. For the light that emanates from his face reflects off mine. The world does not know Jesus yet, but they see me. Let us all be reflections of Jesus to this confused world. Let’s tell them by our words and more powerfully by our actions that we have seen the light of the world standing before us. 


Amen
