Peace be with you.

May 1, 2011
First Lesson:
Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Psalm:

Psalm 111

Epistle:

1 Peter 1:3-9

Gospel:

John 20:19-31


Here were the Apostles huddled, or hunkered down if you’re from Georgia, in fear of their very lives. Just one week ago, they entered Jerusalem in triumph. Their leader was acclaimed to be the Messiah, the anointed one of God himself. He claimed the very temple, the center of worship for the whole nation of Israel, as his Father’s house. He healed worshippers and taught in the temple itself. Everyone was waiting for the Messiah to claim the throne of David and reestablish the golden era of their nation. They celebrated Passover together and Jesus established our communion forever.

Then the betrayal, the trial, the passion and crucifixion occurred and it all seemed to end. The whole dream seemed to crash and burn. It was a disaster. And on top of that, they perceived a manhunt for them. The Romans could come at any moment, breakdown the door and haul them off the same awful death that Jesus had. Fear for their lives seems such an understatement. They were scared to death. And wanted to get out of town quickly and quietly. They wanted to go home and salvage any life that they could and reclaim their previous lives. “Get out of Dodge” expresses it nicely.


Into this scene Jesus comes and says, “Peace be with you”.  Then in essence he says “It’s really me, see my wounds”, just to add credence to his statement.  They are awe struck, dumbfounded and blown away. This is Jesus. And He says, “Peace be with you” again. 

What did he mean, Peace be with you?  In a Jewish sense, Shalom is more than just Peace. Our greeting called the Peace is more than just lack of conflict or calmness. The giver of peace wants you to be physically well, psychologically happy and spiritually whole. In essence, it refers to your whole being in balance and in complete wellness. This is the peace of the Lord for God made you and he loves you, all of you, body, mind and soul. 

So Jesus says, “Peace be with you”. I know that you are in fear and distress. I know what you have been through. I know how you hurt. I want you well and happy. 


This parish family has witnessed all matters of calamity-illness, job changes and forgiveness. We are family and like all families we have ups and downs. Jesus wishes us Peace.

There have been times in my life when the Lord’s peace was very welcome. Life crashes in at times. Our money is stretched at times, our lives are really, really busy with both of us working and both have calendars and agendas. Nancy and I at time seem to be going full throttle and in different directions. That’s when our quiet, peaceful times together are important. Now that it’s warmer, we like to sit on our porch, talk and check in with each other. I think that Jesus is there, wishing us peace.


Last week I spent three day at a monastery in Conyers, Georgia. It was a retreat focusing on the spiritual aspects of preaching. During those three days, time was not marked by a watch. Time was marked by the Daily Office. I felt the close presence of God - his peace. My total being was rested, touched and mended.  As I was driving home late Thursday I heard about the devastation of Alabama and the rest of the South. We see the destruction of people’s lives economically, but also many have died. I heard a man who lost everything. His house and everything in it was literally gone. But he was thankful that he and his family were alive. He thanked God.  We can replace most things, but we can never replace our family. He realized this and he gave thanks for retaining what truly is important. The Lord’s peace was there. 

We, as a community and a family of God, need to remember that Jesus is always with us - in good times and bad. He is always here and appears at critical times and says “Peace be with you”.  In our hyper, fasted pace and troubled world, the calming words “Peace be with you”, need to be heard.  What better people to deliver that message than us the family of God who heard those words for the first time? If you see someone in stress, give them a calm word and a gift of peace. 

I can’t let this opportunity pass without mentioning Friday’s Royal wedding in London. Wasn’t it great to be an Anglican? Our liturgy and theirs are the same. We could definitely follow the Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams through the ceremony. The language use was from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer and our language is from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer but it was the same liturgy.  Those two, William and Katherine seem so much in love. It was heartwarming and fun to watch it. Our English cousins sure can put on a show, can’t they? As cousins, we pray that they will be happy and the Lord’s peace will be with them. May they never forget the rest us of us commoners. The Lord’s peace was there too.


Jesus, may we always be recipients of your peace and always find ways to share that peace with others. Amen.
