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               Text: John 14:23-29  “Love the Lord – Keep His Word”
“Happy Mothers’ Day” to all you mothers here this morning!  We appreciate our mothers, both those who are still with us, and those who have gone on to be with the Lord.  And we thank you for the difference you continue to make in our lives – the influence you have on us – and the many selfless ways you show your love for us,  your families, and others in your lives.

My dad was a great guy – someone I went to when I wanted to find out how to build something, or fix something … a man who provided me with a living example of what a father should be.  But my mom was the one I always turned to when I needed somebody to listen, and when there were emotions involved.  Mom was the one who helped me sort out the “messes” in my life when I was growing up.  She was the one who somehow always seemed to be able to make things better! 

And Mom wasn’t one who put a lot of stock in just words.  You had credibility with my mom with actions - not just mere words!  I’ll be good next time – I promise – was usually followed by Mom’s response, something like, “I’ll just wait until ‘next time,’ and see what happens then!”

Kind of like things are in our relationship with Jesus, isn’t it?  “If you love me, you’ll keep my word!” (Repeat)  Loving Jesus involves a lot more than just “lip service,” doesn’t it?  Telling the Lord we love him, and then going right out and disobeying his commandments just doesn’t cut it – does it?!
“Whoever does not love me, does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.”  Jesus tells us that he and the Father are one, and that the words he says to us – the commandments he gives to us, are directly from God the Father.
One of the problems we have in the world today is that, regardless of the laws, boundaries, and parameters that have been clearly enumerated for us, many folks still make decisions to go their own way, and do their own thing, regardless.  I guess we can look back to the 60’s – a time when some of us were in high school or college – and see where this attitude and mindset began to “take root.”  We were advised that we should “question authority.”  We were given the message that when the rules and laws of society “got in the way” of our living life as we wanted, we should ignore these artificial & arbitrary obstacles to our own personal pleasure & contentment.  There was even a rock song, with the words, “It’s your thing  - do what you wanna do!”
Unfortunately, this sort of mindset found its way into the realm of religious faith and practice.  And it’s not uncommon today to find folks, even some in the leadership of our denominations – who want to “pick and choose” those words of our Lord that they will follow … and who encourage and teach others to do the same.

But, you know what?  Jesus didn’t say, “I’ll know you really love me, if you choose to obey only some of my words – some of my commandments.  I’ll know that you truly mean it, when you say you love me, if you pick and choose those standards the Father and I have given you – which don’t “cramp your style,” & provide an occasion for any kind of sacrifice or self-control.”

As believers – as those who have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior, and as Lord – you and I have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.  And that Holy Spirit “teaches us and reminds us” of all that our Lord has said to us.  The Holy Spirit “convicts” us, when we begin moving in a direction of disobedience, and departure from the path God has called us to follow – the boundaries He has established for us.
As long as you and I submit to the leading of the Spirit, and live in accordance with our Lord’s standards for our lives – which is to follow his commandments, we will have “peace.”  But once we choose to “go our own way,” and “do our own thing” – apart from God’s standards, according to His Word, we lack that “peace.”  And living with the “peace of God” is a whole lot better than living without it!  Amen?!

I think all of us are probably familiar with the saying, “If Mamma ain’t happy – ain’t nobody happy!”  I think we can probably make an analogy – maybe a little bit of a stretch – but a similarity, nonetheless – to the Holy Spirit.  You might put it this way – If we grieve the Holy Spirit, ain’t nobody happy! … because there is no peace!

I like to look at bumper stickers.  Although, as I’ve said before, I have to get a lot closer to read them these days!  Maybe you’ve seen this particular bumper sticker.  It says, “Know Jesus, know peace.  No Jesus, no peace.”

In other words, if you know Jesus – if you’ve embraced him as your Savior, and as your Lord – you’ll have that “peace” he speaks of in today’s Gospel lesson – not the “peace” the world has to offer – but the peace he leaves with us – the peace that passes all understanding.  To truly know Jesus is to love him.  And to truly love him, is to obey his word – his commandments – the chief of which is to love God, and to love one’s neighbor.

It’s interesting that this commandment involves “relationship” – relationship with God, and relationship with our neighbors – with others.  And you can’t be in a “right relationship” with either God, or your neighbors, without love!
Jesus going to the Father was the fulfillment of God’s plan for the salvation of the world.  It wasn’t God’s plan that Jesus continue his earthly ministry – his teaching, preaching, miracles, healing, and deliverance ministry – indefinitely – until he died of old age!  It also wasn’t God’s plan that he call down a legion of angels – a heavenly army – to overthrow and defeat the Roman oppressors of the Jewish people.  

It was, however, God’s plan that he be mocked and scourged, and that he be crucified as a common criminal – and that he suffer death, that he be raised to life again, and that he return to the Father.  And that the Holy Spirit would come to dwell in the hearts and lives of all who believe.  Amen?!

It was, and it still is God’s plan that everyone – at every time, and in every place – would respond to this supreme act of love for us – His sacrifice through His one and only Son – for the forgiveness of our sins, and for our eternal salvation.  That we would respond to Him, in our love for Him.  And that this love would manifest itself in more than just words – that our love would show forth in the keeping of His Words – in our living in accordance with His Word and His will!
I’m reminded here of the words of the Psalmist, David, “Thy Word have I hidden in my heart – that I might not sin against Thee!” (Repeat)

These words are just as true for us today, as they were for King David, when he penned them down all those thousands of years ago!  We need to study, read, learn, mark, and inwardly digest God’s Word!  We need to continually make it part and parcel of who we are!

And we can’t just do this occasionally, or when we feel we’re in the mood for some “religious reading!”  Because with all the other voices that compete for our attention in this world, we need that constant reminder, as the prophet Isaiah says, that “God’s ways are as high above our ways as the heavens are above the earth.”  And we also need reminding that “there is a way that seems right unto man, but the end is destruction!”
The Enemy of our souls would like nothing better than for us to pay “lip service” to our love for the Lord!  He would like nothing better than for us to leave that Bible on the coffee table, and let it continue to gather dust – except when we wipe it off, just before the pastor stops by for a visit!!  He’d like nothing better than for us to believe that living with the “peace of God” is just a fable and a fantasy – and that one can never truly have peace!
But if you and I choose to live in a “love relationship” with God, through His Son Jesus Christ – if we choose to “confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in our hearts that God has raised him from the dead” … and if we make a conscious decision to follow His Word – to keep His commandments – we will have the Holy Spirit of the Living God dwelling within us – we will have that “peace” Jesus promises us – that “peace that passes all understanding.”  And we will walk in newness of life in the “here and now,” and have the assurance of eternal life, once our journey in this world comes to an end.

Do you love the Lord – not just in the words you say – but in the way your life reflects obedience to His Word?  Do you have “peace” in your life?  Not “peace” as the world knows and defines it – but the peace of Christ, which passes all understanding?  And do you rejoice in the fact that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and that Christ will come again?!

Let’s pray.  Heavenly Father, thank you for our mothers, our wives, and all the women here today, and elsewhere, who have made such a positive difference in our lives!  Thank you for the love of those praying mothers who never gave up on us, because they knew and trusted that your love for us would never fail!  Thank you for the love you had for us in sending you one and only Son to die for us, and for raising him to life again, so that we could live eternally!  Help us, Lord God, to live out our love for your Son,
Jesus Christ, by keeping his Word – your Word – thereby living in your peace – both now, and for all eternity!  Amen!!  
