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           Text: Colossians 2:6-15, “Rooted and Grounded in Him”
You know, it’s easy to take on the mindset that when we read a passage like we just read from Paul’s letter to the Colossians – that we’re reading somebody else’s mail.

I stopped by the post office the other day & picked up the church mail, & I went to the office and sat down and started opening it and reading it.  In my “pre-coffee stupor,” I happened to open a piece of mail we’d gotten by mistake, & I started reading it.  My first clue that it wasn’t my mail should have been that it started out, “Dear Mother Nancy!”  It was a letter for Mother Nancy, at St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church, over on the Westside.  I called her, told her I’d accidentally opened it, & forwarded it on to her attention.

This letter was not for me, or for St. Barnabas.  It dealt with an issue that was specific to Mother Nancy’s congregation.  And when we consider Paul’s letter to the Church at Colossae here, it is partly true that this communication – this correspondence was specific to a particular group of people, in a certain place, and at certain time in history.

But, that being said – the reality is – we, as people, and we as Christians – as those who have made a conscious decision to follow Jesus Christ – haven’t changed much!  And the words of instruction, the words of warning, and the message of encouragement in Holy Scripture … specifically today – the words of Paul to the Colossians – these words still have a message, and a meaning, and an application for us, as believers, in the 21st century!  Amen?!

You ever sit in church, on Sunday morning, listen to a sermon, and think to yourself – I wish so-and-so was here, because he/she really needs to hear this!!?  We’re thinking about the spiritual shortcoming we perceive this person – this brother or sister in Christ has – and that this message would be just what they need to get “straightened out!”  You been there and done that?!  I know I have!!
But, you know – you and I probably need this message just as much as this other person.  Because, often, the shortcomings or sins we tend to notice in others are the very issues we, ourselves, may be struggling with – even though we might be reluctant to admit it!  Oh, she is just so judgmental!  She really needs to get her act together!  He’s always way off base in Sunday school and Bible study!  He never seems to see things my way!  If he’d only spend more time studying his Bible, then maybe he’d have a better understanding of what God is really saying!  And we could go on and on!!
The key here is that what makes it possible for us to take these ancient words and apply them to our own lives today is this:  It’s the same God who speaks through these words, the same Holy Spirit who drives them home to us as divine truth … and, last but not least - we, like those first century Colossian believers – are just as much God’s children as they were, and just as much in need of His continual guidance and direction!  Amen?!
There are some key points here I believe we need to focus on this morning.  First, Paul instructs us that we’re to “continue to live our lives in Christ, rooted and built up (or grounded) in him, and established in the faith.”
When you and I first came into a relationship with Jesus, it was not the end, but the beginning of our faith journey!  If my only testimony is that I got saved 35 years ago – then something’s wrong!!  If I don’t have any witness to share as to what God’s been doing in my life in the “here and now,” & my experience of the transforming power of the Holy Spirit in my life … then I really need to take a hard look at what I believe it means to be a Christian!!
Your life, and my life in Christ are journeys.  We are in the process of “becoming,” not of having arrived and being done with it!  The Enemy would like nothing better than for us to make an initial decision for Christ, and then put that relationship on the “back burner,” so to speak, and go back to “doing our own thing,” and sitting on the throne of our lives … and having it be all about me!!

The last thing he wants is for you and me to wake up each day, and to be serious about doing business with God, seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness – and doing whatever we can to partner with Him in building His kingdom!!

Paul goes on to warn us not to let anyone “take us captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition.”  And, you know what?  If you and I are not solidly “rooted and grounded” in the things of God – we’re ripe for any message that comes “down the pike,” that may “sound good and appealing” – but that is definitely not in line with God’s Word and His will for our lives!
We often think of Satan as using the cults to deceive folks, and take them captive, as Paul puts it.  And some of us may have had experience with this either ourselves, or with someone we’re close to.  Terry and I had someone in our family who got lured into a group known as “the Way International.”  And the leadership of this group, and others like it, prey on people – especially young people – who are “turned off” by the institutional Church, who are looking for a place to belong and find acceptance, and who are not “rooted and grounded” in the Truth.  By the grace of God, this family member got away from this group, came to Christ, and found their way into a community of faith that held firmly to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and to biblical truth. 
However, it’s not just the cults we have to be wary of today!  Because even within the institutional Church, you don’t have to look far to find places where deception has made its way into the message they proclaim.  And, as we’ve touched on before – usually this deception is cloaked with just enough biblical truth – that many folks end up eventually “buying into” the whole package, and being lead astray “big time!”

And there’s a real danger here, if you and I, and our children and young people, are not properly “rooted and grounded” in solid, orthodox, biblical principles and standards, anchored in a personal relationship with the Living Savior and Lord!
Paul next refers to a “spiritual circumcision.”  From the time of Abraham, God had established physical circumcision as a sign of those who were set apart as His chosen people.  And, of course, the women and children came under this covenant relationship through the men in their families.
However, what Paul is talking about here is not any sort of physical or outward sign – but rather an inward and spiritual “circumcision of the heart” – signed, sealed, and delivered by way of the Holy Spirit – dwelling within those who have invited Christ to dwell in their hearts by faith!
You know, I love crosses and fish, and St. Barnabas bumper stickers – and t-shirts and hats that say “Jesus” … But the most important “sign” you and I will ever wear – in witness to our Lord – is that which comes from within!  
David prayed, in Psalm 51, “Create in me a clean heart, O Lord, and renew a right Spirit within me!”  That’s what I’m talkin’ about!!   “Spiritual circumcision” that sets us apart – not so we can feel “self-righteous,” or spiritually superior … but so the light of your life, and the light of my life – can shine for Jesus, and draw others into the Kingdom!!   Amen?!
“You were buried with Christ in baptism, and you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God!”  I don’t care whether you were dunked, or sprinkled, or had water poured over your head!  It doesn’t matter if it took place at the baptistery or baptismal font in a Church, at the beach, or in the swimming pool in your back yard … the symbolism here is the same!  Putting away – burying – the old life, and being raised up to the new life!  Dying to self, and being “born again,” by the power of the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead, to a new and an eternal life!  Moving from death to life!    

Paul closes by reminding us that Jesus “disarmed the rulers and authorities, and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.”  Jesus truly did disarm the rulers and authorities of his day, when he went to the cross, 2,000 years ago!  And the “Good News” is that he continues to “disarm the rulers and the authorities” today!  Friends, there is no power, no force, no plan of deceit or destruction the Enemy can launch against us today that will succeed, if we “continue to live our lives in the Lord Jesus Christ – rooted and grounded in him!!”  
Because you and I can hold on with confidence to God’s promise that “greater is he who is within us, than he who is in the world!”
Let’s pray.  Heavenly Father - Lord of all that was, and is, and shall ever be – help us, by the power of your Holy Spirit, to remain “rooted and grounded” in you, in an eternal relationship, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Help us not to allow ourselves to be deceived and taken captive by those ways the Enemy would use in his attempt to lead us astray.

And may each of us be willing to continue to submit to the transforming power of your life-giving Spirit – to the end that we may be effective witnesses and partners with you, as together, we work towards building your Kingdom!  Amen!!

