Jonah was Heard
Jonah 2:1-9    Romans 9:1-5   Psalm 29   Matthew 14:22-33



Jonah was in a fix. He was running from God and he felt that he succeeded. God, Israel and Nineveh were far behind him.  He heard God’s call and he answered, “no way on Earth am I going to do that-Go to Nineveh and preach!” I’ll just hop on a ship and get as far away from Nineveh, God and Israel as I can get. Get out of Dodge!!



He ran so hard that he found himself in a very bad place-at the bottom of the ocean inside a whale’s body. You can’t get much lower than that. If you wanted to hide, that’s a good place to hide. I doubt seriously that anyone would look for a missing person inside a whale. I can’t imagine going up to a whales and shout, “Open wide!”. 


Have you ever run from someone? One day when I was about 8 or 9, I wanted to go outside and play. So I asked my Mom if I could go outside.  Well, on this occasion she said no. Now I know that Mother must have had a good reason for saying no. However, to an 8 year old all I heard was no you can’t go out and play. I disagreed with her answer to say the least. So I reached up and slapped her on her rear.  Mother turned around and I know instantly that I was in trouble. Well, I did exactly what you imagine I would do and I turned and ran. I hit the kitchen screen door at full stride. My Mother must have also been in full stride because she caught me in the backyard. She grabbed me by the back of my shirt and hauled my back into the house. We must have had a lively discussion. I don’t remember. And I know that the discussion continued after my Dad got home. Needless to say, I never hit my Mother again as long as she lived. I tried to run from my Mother and it didn’t work.


I also have tried running from God.  After my third attempt at ordination, you all remember the story, I tried running from God. I went through the motion of going to church, but I was spiritually running. I stopped praying. I stopped reading the Scriptures. I really rebelled against anything religious. I was spiritually getting out of Dodge. Have you ever run from God? Have you ever sought that dark place where you felt far from God? Were you ashamed? Were you hurt? Were you afraid? Go back to that spot and remember.  Are you still running?


Two  things struck me about Jonah’s story. First, Jonah prayed. Even when he was running from God, Jonah prayed. He never stopped his conversation with God. He continued the Holy Conversation. He called out to God. He eventually returned to God. I stopped praying when I hurt. Now I know that God wants to hear from us especially when we hurt and mad. Never stop praying. Never stopped the Holy Conversation.



Second, God heard Jonah from the depth of the sea. God hears us 
In our deepest, darkest moments, even when we sin against God and our neighbor, God hears us. We may feel hurt. We may feel unworthy, as low as that whale’s stomach. But God always hears us. However you feel, wherever you think that you may be physically, mentally or spiritually God hears our prayer. God wants to hear our voice at all times especially when we don’t feel worthy. God hears us always.

Because only in God is there salvation. Only in God is there rest. God wipes away tears and sins. He sent his only Son to insure that we would always hear us. So always keep up the Holy Conversation. God always hears us for God loves us. Amen
