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Even though the congregation in the synagogue marveled at Jesus’ words that day, their assessment of the situation followed.  This was Joseph’s and Mary’s son!  How could one from such humble circumstances possibly be all the things declared by the prophet Isaiah!!  Why, he just couldn’t be the one who was the fulfillment of these words they’d just heard!!

The townsfolk of Nazareth wanted Jesus to “show his stuff” – to “do his thing,” so to speak.  And then Jesus made note of how a prophet is without honor - in his own hometown, and among his own people.

When Bishop Jecko was the bishop of the Diocese of Florida, he had a rule that no one who was ordained could return to their home parish – to the church which had sponsored them, and sent them off to seminary.  And I believe his reasoning was sound.  Because it’s difficult for a congregation, which has seen a one in his/her role as a layperson, to have a change of mindset, and embrace this individual they’ve known in a totally different role – one who has maybe even grown up in the parish.  There are, of course, exceptions – such as Fr. Bruce.
So I went to St. Paul’s, rather than St. Peter’s, where Terry & I had been parishioners, before I went off to seminary.

And the people in Nazareth couldn’t get beyond the “hometown boy who’d grown up in their midst” mindset.  Jesus used the Old Testament examples of Elijah and Elisha to drive home his point.  The miracles he mentioned that these prophets did were not done in Israel – neither of them!
And of course, the crowd agreed with him, and said, “You know, you’ve got a good point!”  That’s not what happened at all – is it?!  In fact, his remarks made the folks so upset – so enraged – that they wanted to throw this hometown boy – the one whom they’d thought so well of just a little earlier – they wanted to toss him off a cliff!!
But as we read, at this time, God had other plans for His Son – and he walked right through the crowd, and went on his way – “about his Father’s business!”

And it’s interesting - how when he got to Capernaum – things were completely different – weren’t they?  Luke tells us that “they were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority!”  Not his own authority – but authority which had been given to him by his Heavenly Father – none other than the Lord God Almighty Himself!!
If you’re like me, you can probably remember places you’ve been – church services you’ve attended – sermons you’ve heard – that just didn’t seem to connect, or strike a cord with you.  Oh, they took up the time allotted for the sermon, or the homily in the service – but you just felt like they lacked substance, and that there was really nothing much you could “take home with you!”    

You may even have believed that this was as good as it got – and that you really shouldn’t expect anything more.  But then, either you had a guest preacher one day – or you just happened upon a church in your travels – where the preacher delivered a sermon that “knocked your socks off!”  One preached with conviction, and with a sense of authority!  For sure, a message that had something you could “take home with you!”  Hopefully, you haven’t been waiting for 3 ½ years for this to happen at St. Barnabas!  
But seriously – you know what I mean!  You finally realized that there was something more to hearing a sermon than just looking at your watch, and trying your best not to doze off! (Or at least not to be obvious about it!)
I believe that’s exactly what the folks in Capernaum felt on that Sabbath 2,000 years ago, when Jesus spoke to them!  I believe they’d been used to hearing well-intentioned, but dry and passionless messages from their local rabbis.  And then along comes this Jesus – this one from Nazareth, about whom they’d heard so much, and he just “totally blew them away!”
I believe there are several keys to being successful in speaking spiritually as “one who has authority.”  First, the one speaking must have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ – he or she can’t just know about him – they must know him!  Next, the message must be grounded in Holy Scripture – in the Word of God.  Current events & personal stories are great for illustrations, but they mustn’t be the focal point of the message.  And finally, the one delivering the message must point people towards Jesus.
I heard a story once of a visit to a small town by a famous Broadway actor and orator.  A meeting had been set up in the town hall for as many of the townsfolk who’d like to – to come and hear this famous actor do a recitation.  And a big crowd turned out – standing room only!  Kind of like Sunday mornings here at St. Barnabas!!
Well, it so happened this actor’s recitation that evening was to be the 23rd Psalm.  And this famous orator began his professional and polished recitation of this passage of Scripture.  However, he reached a point where he couldn’t “for the life of himself” remember the rest of the words!  And the room suddenly became totally silent!

Now it just so happened that there was an elderly, frail looking clergyman in the room that night – dressed in a clean, but well-worn suit, & his clerical collar.  And this small, frail, old preacher picked up where the famous Broadway actor had left off – and recited the rest of this well-known psalm with passion, and conviction, and with a sense of power and authority that no one would have imagined could have come from this frail, old preacher!
When the old preacher finished, there was not a dry eye in the house – including those of the famous actor.  After a short silence, the actor spoke up and said, “I know the 23rd Psalm – but his man knows the Shepherd … This man knows the Shepherd!!”
Jesus was the Shepherd!  So his words definitely came through with all of  the divine authority and power anyone could have ever heard!!
One of the problems this 1st century Palestinian society & culture faced … the same one faced by our society and culture today – is that human cultures tend to distort reality.  Society and culture have a tendency to define for us what we believe things should be like.
Many folks today tend to look for the “truth” to come to them in such a way that it will affirm all of their preconceived notions – those notions they’ve been fed by a secular and self-oriented worldview.  And they long for a kind of “messiah” who won’t challenge them to step outside their “comfort zones,” and whatever lifestyles they may have chosen – which may be at odds with the message he proclaims – with an authority with which they’re not comfortable – to say the least!

Our culture today sends people the message that they should take control of their own lives – grab life by the reins, and steer it their own way.  And one is left with the impression that this life is really all there is – at least all that one can be sure of … and that one must “grab for all the gusto they can” – because you only go around once!!
Unfortunately, even those of us who have embraced Jesus Christ, and who have chosen to follow him as his disciples – even we are not immune to the effects of this secular, cultural message!  It’s easy for us to see how the world dislikes the message of godly authority and truth, and would just as soon throw Jesus off a cliff!  And we certainly have a responsibility and a calling to be those transforming agents for Jesus Christ in that world in which we live!
But we also need to be very intentional about renewing our own minds, and refreshing our own spirits – with that Word of authority and power!  Because if we don’t – the Enemy will take advantage of every little crack and opening – all those places where you & I are vulnerable – to sell us his bill of goods of compromise, and complacency, and ultimately – of “caving in” to the philosophy and mindset that this life, and what we can acquire and the pleasures we can derive for ourselves while we live it – are all that really matters!  And that we’d enjoy life a lot more, and be less constrained & freer to live life to its fullest – if we, too, would just push Jesus off a cliff!!
So we need to be about the business of continually filling ourselves with God’s Word.  We need to be disciplined about our prayer life.  We need to be in worship and in fellowship with other believers.  And we need to make sure we’re filling our time, and using our talents and treasures on those things which are wholesome & holy, and which honor God – in every area of our lives!
May each and every one of us commit ourselves today to listening to the One who speaks with authority.  May we embrace both him, and the Words of life he speaks to us.  And may we recognize the Enemy and his schemes, and the obstacles & temptations he places in our path to move us away from the only One who can make our lives count for eternity … our Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen!
