Behold my Servant
Isaiah 42:1-9  
Psalm 89:1-29  
Acts 10:34-38  
Matthew 3:13-17

God, via Isaiah’s words, was referring to Israel when he addresses “my servant”. And in ancient Israel, the servant of the King was analogues to the Secretary of State in our system of government. The servant was the King’s representative and voice when the king was not present. The authority of the King himself was bestowed upon his servant.  The phrase “whom I uphold” is a resounding endorsement just in case you didn’t catch the meaning of “Behold my servant”. My chosen is another reference to the importance of Israel in the company of nations. Israel is the one nation in which God has and will interact to bring about his will and justice throughout the world. 

My chosen is really a two edged sword. It connotes a special place, a place of honor in the heavenly court. I have selected this nation above all nations to be a righteous nation to fulfill my plan for all men and women not only now, but for all time. To be selected as my chosen is the greatest honor of all time. That brings us the other side of the sword. When you are selected as my chosen, you have to perform. God’s plan is depending on how Israel will respond to call. This is a weighty role. God is placing the responsibility of implementation of his plan for all mankind on one tiny nation. It would make sense to us if God had chosen larger more powerful nations such as Egypt, one of the cradles of civilization and the world’s military and economic superpower at the time or even Assyria who would eventually challenge Egypt for world supremacy. But Israel was a crossroads tiny country between these two great powers. But God sees things differently. Why did he pick a place like a barn in Bethlehem to be the place of birth for his Son, the most influential man of all time? God sees things differently. He places a high value on justice, kindness and humbleness. 

We in the twenty-first century who live in the New Testament era read Isaiah’s pronouncement of God’s chosen and think of Jesus. To us Jesus is God’s chosen in whom his soul delights. Jesus is the manifestation; the anointed Son servant who will finally bring about the plan which God promised Abraham thousands of years ago. So Jesus brings us to the Jordan River where John is baptizing the people. 

John recognized Jesus status and importance and questioned his adequacy to baptize the Son of God. Jesus answered John that his baptism was to fulfill God’s plan and righteousness. God wants John to baptize Jesus. And so he does. Jesus rises out of the water and God proclaims that Jesus is his Son, his beloved servant in whom he is well pleased in whom his soul delights. This is the beginning of something new. Nothing like this had ever happened before.  Up until now, Jesus had not started his earthly ministry. After a 40 day retreat into the desert, Jesus will change to world. Something new of earth was started by the sacrament of baptism. 

In fact something new is created at each baptism. We ceremoniously drowned.  Our old self is dead and then we are raised to a new life. The old is washed away. The new is raised. We are raised to a new life of righteousness just as Jesus showed us. He was baptized to show us the way to the Father.  Since we are raised into a life of righteousness, God adopts us as his sons and daughters. We, as Paul expressed it, are heirs to God’s grace and blessings.  To tell you the truth, when I was baptized as an adult, I didn’t see any angels descending from heaven nor did I hear any voices. As a matter of fact, I didn’t feel any different. I have a different perspective now after some thirty years. My baptism was a crossroads moment. I left the path which I was traveling and chose another. It was a new direction for me and my family.  Baptism was a new life which I can see now, looking back on the road which I have traveled since.  

We find ourselves at a New Year. Each new year is also a new beginning. The old year is gone and whatever happened in 2010 is gone. The new year is a fresh start on our path.  We have a new start to our life individually and collectively. What do we want to happen? What new directions are we headed now?  How can I follow the path of righteousness towards God? What will happen to St. Barnabas in 2011?  How can I affect the outcome of all these questions? 

First, if you have not been baptized, I recommend that you follow through with this sacrament this year. This will be a new beginning for you as you select the path of righteousness. The road to God begins at baptism. At a baptism, renew your own baptismal vow as if it is the first time. This strengthens our vow to resist evil, follow God and renews our life to Justice, kindness and humility. 
Second, if you don’t have a prayer life, think seriously about starting one. A prayer is nothing more or nothing less than a conversation with God.  A prayer life sustains you on your journey down the path towards righteousness and God.


Third, this time in the year is a new beginning for our church, St. Barnabas. Where do we want St. Barnabas to be next year on January 1, 2012? I believe that the same principle holds for our collective life. Prayer is essential to our church.  Let’s continue to pray for St. Barnabas. I would like to start a prayer group or redirect an ongoing prayer group to specifically and exclusively prayer for St. Barnabas. Where is God directing us? What does he want us to do with our stewardship of time, talent and treasury? What missions or ministries does God want us to undertake in 2012? Pray for the health and well being of our church.  We are at a wonderful time at St. Barnabas It’s a time when we stand at the brink of something tremendous. I feel that we are at a time when we can soar-great things will come from St. Barnabas. We are going to take off and fly. The Lord will guide us through prayer as to what, where and when these things will happen. We have everything needed for greatness right now!! I want to start a prayer team to specifically prayer for St. Barnabas and the direction in which God is directing us. I ask you to think seriously about this and if God is calling you to pray for our church, then come see me. 

God gives us these special times to have new beginnings. Baptism is a beginning whose time we select. New Year’s Day comes via a calendar. Let’s take advantage of these times toss select the path of righteousness. If life is a journey, then let’s choose the journey towards God and eternal life. Jesus showed us the way. The journey of righteousness begins as we die to our old life and begin a new life.  May God continue to guide us and sustain us during our journey towards eternal life and eternal joy.

Amen.
