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“Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.”
My New Testament professor in seminary shared with us that the resurrection of Jesus was so critical to her that if were not true – that if, say, archeologists found bones in an ancient grave that were somehow proved, beyond a doubt, to be those of Jesus – then she could no longer be a Christian.  She told us she would become a Jew – because she would still be waiting for the Messiah.

The doctrine of the resurrection is unique, among other world religions.  No other faith tradition makes such a claim, regarding the central figure of their religion.  Other religions either have some sort of works/salvation doctrine, or a universalist position – one which teaches that all will be saved, regardless of how they live, or what they believe.  No other religion – except Christianity, has the basis of salvation tied directly to the death and resurrection of its central figure – who is Jesus Christ.

The great 20th century theologian, Karl Barth, refers to the resurrection as God’s resounding “yes” to who Jesus is.   The fact that God raised him from the dead, according to Dr. Barth, is God’s affirmation that Jesus truly is the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior & Redeemer of the world.
I spoke with a young man several months ago who shared with me that he had not totally discounted the Christian faith, but that he was “exploring other options.”  One problem he shared with me he had with Christianity is that, unfortunately, in his experience, folks he’d encountered who professed to be Christians had not lived lives or behaved in ways that were very “Christlike!”  And all I could say to him was that this was very unfortunate, and that I would pray that God would confirm in his spirit the truth of who Jesus Christ is – regardless of the stumbling blocks he had come across in the past.

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  As Fr. Bruce read for us, this is the question the two angels asked the women who came to Jesus’ tomb that first Easter morning.  But it’s also an appropriate question for those who, like this young man I spoke with, are seeking the truth, and meaning, and purpose, and peace – everywhere but in a relationship with the Risen Lord.
As I look around the sanctuary this morning, I see a number of you who are as old, or older than me.  And those of us who grew up when we did grew up in a time when most folks were willing to accept the idea – the concept – of absolute truth.  For many, even if they didn’t personally embrace a relationship with God in Christ, or read the Bible and follow its standards – they still believed that the basic principles of the Christian faith were true.

That’s not necessarily a given today, though!  The general mindset in our society and culture today is that what might be “truth” for one person may not be “truth” for another.  So in an environment of pluralism, and moral relativism, Jesus Christ is quite often not considered the Way, the Truth, and the Life, but merely one choice among many – regarding how a person might choose to live out his/her spirituality.
When I was in the insurance business, the industry had – and still does have – a standard of rating the quality and reliability of an insurance company.  The A.M. Best rating was the standard of the industry.  And the best companies to place your insurance coverage with were those rated either A+, or at least A, by A.M. Best.  Any lesser-rated company was considered risky, especially if you had a loss and submitted a claim!

I don’t know about you, but when it comes to the issue of my eternal salvation – I want to count on someone with an A+ rating!  Amen?! I want to know that, when the time comes, I can count on receiving eternal benefits!!  I don’t wanna waste my time pursuing and following a belief system that just “might” pay off in the end!

Jesus is the only A+ plan out there!  And because of his resurrection, you and I have God’s guarantee that he truly is the Way, the Truth, and the Life!

And to use another insurance metaphor, by way of a relationship with him, you & I not only have the assurance of eternal benefits – we also receive dividends in the here and now!  Amen?!!

Because, you see, “resurrection life” isn’t just about, as Mary Rivers would say, “pie in the sky in the sweet bye and bye!”  Resurrection life is also about enjoying a relationship with God in Christ in this life, receiving his blessings in the here and now, and living with his peace and joy, and purpose and meaning while we’re here on this earth!
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  Certainly an appropriate question for those who’ve not yet embraced the Risen Lord as their own personal Savior and Redeemer.  But how about those of us who made a decision for Christ at some point in the past – but who’ve maybe gotten “caught up” in looking in all the wrong places for meaning, purpose, joy, and peace?

I’m reminded here of the words of the Apostle John, which he wrote down for us in the book of Revelation.  In his message to the Church in Ephesus, in spite of all the other things to their credit, God’s message to them was that they had “abandoned the love they had at first.”  Apparently, these folks had been “on fire for the Lord” when they first began their faith journey.  But in spite of the fact that they still adhered to sound doctrine, they no longer expressed and exemplified the love of the Lord they had at first.
I believe the Enemy has a two-fold plan of attack for those of us in this world.  First, I believe he does everything he possibly can to convince non-believers that either the claims regarding Jesus are not true, or if that doesn’t work – that at best, they are only one option among many other equally viable choices.  And next, I believe he also does all he can to distract believers – in all kinds of ways – so that they, too, spend their time, & energy, & resources – looking for “life” among the “dead things” of this world!

Well, now wait a minute preacher!  I’m in this Church every time the doors are open!  And I’ve never missed a Covered Dish Supper!!
But, if you and I take an honest look at where we are in our journey – do we spend a lot of our time looking for meaning & purpose in the dead things of this world, as opposed to doing so in and through a relationship with the Risen Lord?
Well now, wait a minute!  Does that mean I have to stay on my knees in prayer most of the time, at least when I’m not in Church.  Does that mean I can never have any fun – like riding my motorcycle, or hunting, or hanging out with my friends?!!  Absolutely not!  God wants us to have “Sabbath time,” and time to “re-create” – same root word as “recreation!”

But I do believe God is calling you and me to do two things this Easter – this day of the Feast of the Resurrection.  I believe He wants us to ask ourselves if we have “abandoned the love we had for Him at first.”  And I also believe He wants us to look at what we’re doing, how we’re spending our time, our resources, and our energy – asking ourselves the question – “How much of this is of eternal value?”  How much of what I do in my life is directed towards making a difference – for Christ’s sake?
Christian pastor, author, and leadership teacher, John Maxwell, talks about praying that God will enable him, in some way, to give “added value” to every person he has an encounter or an interaction with each day.  Not a bad approach to living out one’s faith!
I am alive in Christ today – you are alive in Christ today – because of his resurrection!  You and I live the resurrection life in the here-and-now, and we look forward to eternity – because of the resurrection!  We have been buried with Christ in baptism, and raised with him, through his resurrection, to new, and abundant, and everlasting life!  So we can rejoice in the fact that the one we follow, worship, and serve – is not a dead hero or martyr – but a Risen, and a Living Lord!

For those who may be here this morning who are still searching and seeking meaning, purpose, and peace … the answer is not in the world, in money, in power, in status, or even in religion!  The answer is in a commitment to a personal relationship with the Risen Lord!  Just as the Resurrection was God’s “yes” to who Jesus is … your “yes” to the call of the Risen Lord is the answer to that meaning, purpose, and peace you’ve been seeking for so long!  Rather than continuing to “look for life among the dead things” of this world, say “yes” to Jesus, the Risen Lord – your Risen Lord – today!
Let’s pray.  Eternal God, help us not to keep looking for life among the dead!  No matter who we are – whether we’ve been on a journey with Jesus for some time, or whether we may be starting that journey today – help us to seek the “life” we have the potential to live in an eternal relationship with you, through your Son, Jesus Christ – the Risen and Living Lord!  And help us to recover the love we first had for you, when our journey began!  All this

we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen, & amen!!   

