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Sermon on Luke 10: 25 - 37   -   The Good Samaritan


Shelley Atnip    7.11.10

Let us pray.  


Holy Father, may my words- be your words, and may we all remember that your word is already written in our hearts, and let us be thankful for the mercies you show us this day and every day.   Amen.

I would imagine that right about now some of you are thinking o.k. women have finally taken over the church.  Where is Father John or Father Bruce?  Please relax -- Father Bruce will be back next week and Father John will be giving the sermon the following Sunday.  


Many of you may already know, but as Father John mentioned, for those that do not, I am in the process of discernment to become a Permanent Deacon in the Anglican Church. I am currently almost half way through seminary at the Anglican School of Ministry, and as one of my requirements, the parish discernment committee has requested that I prepare and give a sermon.  So, this is the day and the appointed time. 


O.K.  I am only going to ask this question once - so pay attention!!  By a show of hands – I need to know how many of you know who’s your Daddy?   Point Up – Oh wait, that’s not the sermon this week.  O.K.  It’s who’s your neighbor?   That’s the question just asked in this morning’s gospel.   


This story from Luke has a title all its own.  It is generally referred to as “The Parable of the Good Samaritan,” and it also has a law attached to it, called “The Good Samaritan Law,” and yes, the law is applicable here in Florida.


Now, as I was preparing this sermon, since I have only done this once, I asked the Lord what it is he really wanted me to speak to you about this morning.   He gave me a choice – he said you can either speak about the lawyer who asked me the qualifying question, who is my neighbor? Or you can talk about mercy, my definition of mercy.  I thought for about 10 seconds and then it became quite clear to me since I have worked over 25 years with lawyers, that I preferred to talk to you about God’s mercy. 

But first, let’s back up and recall from Father John’s sermon a few weeks ago and last week that Jesus is still on his way to Jerusalem.  He has just finished giving a private lesson to his disciples when a lawyer stands and asks him, “What must I do to inherit eternal life”?  Before Jesus answers him, he asks a couple of questions to the lawyer, two clarifying questions, “What is written in the law”? And “What do you read there?”  Jesus wanted to clarify his question so the man would know exactly what he had to do. You see, this is not just any old question.  This question is a matter of life and death.  What must I do to inherit eternal life?  Despite what I may think or what you may think, we don’t, just naturally, have a shelf life of forever – we are perishable. 


The lawyer answers Jesus, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”   


Jesus does not ask any further questions.  He simply says to the lawyer, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”  Now if I was that lawyer, I would have said thank you, I would have shut up and then sat down.   But that is not what happened next. 


The lawyer’s next words were, and here is the question - “And who is my neighbor?  Verse 29 says, wanting to justify himself, he asks the question.  For the lawyer, this is a clarifying question.  The Hebrew/Aramaic dictionary defines the word justify – to be right (in a moral and forensic sense) to cleanse, to clear self.  You see, he wanted to get it right.  


The term “clarifying question” is a term which is taught in conflict resolution skills.  In May, I began a graduate degree program through Nova Southeastern University in Conflict Resolution.  Since I am a full-time student, it seems that is all I have been focused on lately.  The term is used to identify questions that are asked at the beginning of an effort to resolve a conflict to determine the needs of the parties to ensure that a win-win resolution will be forthcoming from the negotiations.


Jesus then proceeds to tell the story about a man traveling to Jericho, who fell into the hands of thieves, was stripped, beaten and left half dead.   By chance a priest came by but did not stop, and then a Levite came by and did nothing.  The Oxford dictionary of the Christian Church defines a Levite as a member of the tribe descended from Levi, son of Jacob.  These members were set aside as ministers of the sanctuary, and the word Levite, according to the Deuteronomic legislation were interchangeable with priest.  So you had not only one priest, but two who passed by and left the man. 


The third person who happens by was a Samaritan, who, were not well liked by the Jews.  When the Samaritan saw the beaten and bloodied man, he was moved with pity.  He then proceeds to clean him up and wrap his wounds in bandages.  


This is where the story gets REALLY interesting – you see, Jesus could have let the story end here.  He could have just asked the question to the lawyer.  Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?  And, the reply was, the one who showed him mercy.  And that would have been the end of the story.  But Jesus didn’t end the story there.    


Jesus wanted to teach the lawyer and to teach each of us today exactly what God’s mercy is all about.  


It’s about the follow through.  Let me illustrate with a story about how my Dad taught me to swing a golf club. My Dad has loved the game of golf for as long as I can remember.  As an illustrator, he was always reading and drawing pictures about the golf swing.  When I was 10, I remember he would take me out to hit buckets of balls and he would teach me how to hold a golf club.  When I was older around 15 or 16, he would give me a few lessons and again I would be out there swinging away and not getting very far with hitting the ball.  Oh, I would hit them but they would not go very far.  One time, I remember he told me that he believed that he had found the secret to hitting the ball a great distance consistently and also in his putting game.  He called it the “art of the follow through”.  He always told me to keep my eye on the ball, but then he showed me that I would pull up short after hitting the ball.  He said I want you to follow through and keep swinging the club all the way around.  He said the “power was in the follow through”, not when the club face hits the ball.  I tried it and it worked.  For a 15 year old girl who didn’t know much about golf, I was hitting a lot of balls between 200 and 250 yards, consistently. 


Jesus tells us that after the Samaritan bandaged the man, he put him on his animal, and took him to an inn to further take care of him.  In the morning, he pays the innkeeper, tells him to take care of him, and that when he comes back, he will pay him for whatever else he spends.   What great follow-through!  


It was this caring and compassion for a stranger that Jesus wanted to leave as a mental picture for the lawyer so he would know exactly what God’s mercy looked like.  Mercy in today’s world means showing compassion or being compassionate or showing pity upon someone.   In Luke’s story, Jesus gives us a clearer picture of God’s mercy as someone who takes care of the immediate need and then follows through with what is needed to put the person back on the road to health or wholeness or healing.  


Well, how does this story fit into my life or your life today? That’s a good qualifying question.  We might want to ask our self when was the last time I came upon someone lying in the road that had just been robbed, beaten and left half dead?  Never??   Well, this could happen if you were in the right place at the right time – or depending upon your outlook – the wrong place at the wrong time - meaning if you had just happened to be somewhere there was a robbery where the victim was in need of assistance.  This is possible, but not very likely.  


What is quite likely is that God will place someone in your path who needs some immediate care and the follow through to help them back on their road to health or wholeness or healing.  You don’t have to go looking very far.


Who is my neighbor and who is your neighbor?  And how is God calling us to show mercy to them?


And after our initial response, will you and I just walk away, or will we do whatever it takes to follow through?     


Amen.
