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Happy Mothers’ Day!!  It’s a blessing to have all you mothers here this morning!  It’s a blessing to have all you women of the Church here today!  We appreciate you, and all the many ways you give of yourselves – to your families, and to so many others!  And we pray that not only this day, but every day, you would feel blessed, honored, appreciated and loved!

There was a lady by the name of Anna Jarvis, who lived from 1864 to 1948, who first suggested the national observance of a day honoring mothers - because she had loved her own mother dearly.  At a memorial service for her mother on May 10, 1908, Miss Jarvis gave a carnation (her mother’s favorite flower) to each person who attended the service.  Over the next few years, the concept of a day to honor mothers gained popularity, and by an act of Congress, Mothers’ Day was officially observed for the first time on May 9, 1914.

President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second Sunday in May as Mothers’ Day.  In his words, he established this day as a time for “the public expression of love and reverence for the mothers of our country.”

You know, whether your children are little, teenagers, in college, or whether they’re adults raising your grandchildren … no matter where within this spectrum you are in your journey … being a mother has its challenges!  And one of the greatest challenges in our world – in our society and culture today – is living into the instruction we have from Paul, in Ephesians 6:4, that we should “bring up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  This direction is given to us as parents in general, both mothers and fathers.  But I believe most of us here today can testify to the impact a mother has on the spiritual lives of her children.
My dad took us to Church every Sunday, and served on the church board.  But it was my mom who taught Sunday school and Vacation Bible School, and who made sure I went to my Confirmation classes, and that I attended youth group on Sunday evenings.  My dad worked full time, and my mother was a “stay at home mom” – so my brother and I had a lot of opportunity to see her live out her faith in her day-to-day life.  Things like sacrificing for her family, helping our neighbors, and making sure kids had a ride to Cub Scout meetings, or Little League practice.  Serving as a volunteer.  And making sure my brother and I understood not only that we were just as good as anyone else, but that we were no better than anyone else, either - regardless of who they were, or what part of town they happened to live in.  
We have some examples in the Bible of women – who faced challenges, as they lived into their role as mothers.  In the book of Genesis, Eve gave into temptation and ate the forbidden fruit from “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  And, of course Adam, having eaten some of this “forbidden fruit” too, like any other man, blamed it on his wife when God confronted him!

Eve was the mother of two boys, named Cain and Abel.  And like any good mother, I’m sure she loved them both dearly.  And we can only imagine how she felt, when she heard the shocking – the devastating news - that Cain had murdered his brother Abel out of jealousy.  Where had she gone wrong?!  Was it because of her own disobedience, years ago, that this son of hers had sinned, and taken the life of his own brother?!

We learn here that mothers give birth to their children in an imperfect and fallen world.  And that the most important – the most critical thing – that a mother can pass on to her children - is that which they can only receive through her living example of godly character, faithfulness and obedience to God’s standards – regardless of the way the world would have folks go!

And how about Jochebed?  Well, who was she, anyway?!  She was the mother of Moses, whose name isn’t mentioned until later on in Scripture.  This mother loved her son, Moses, so much that – in order to save his life - she placed him in a basket, and put him in the river, in a place where she prayed and trusted that someone would find him and raise him as their own.  And that someone turned out to be none other than the daughter of Pharaoh!  So Moses was raised as royalty in the household and court of the Supreme ruler of Egypt! 
The blessing came back to Moses’ real mother, though – because she got to nurse him in his early years.  She was hired by Pharaoh’s daughter to see to the needs of her own son – a fact which God kept a secret from the royal princess!  And look how he turned out!  Moses was selected and called by God to set His people – God’s people – the Hebrew slaves – free from Egyptian bondage!  
And then we have Mary.  Mary, the young woman who was told by an angel that she was to be the mother of God’s one and only Son, who would be conceived by the Holy Spirit.  And, in obedience, Mary’s response was, “Let it be to me according to your word.”  This young woman – who was engaged to be married, and who’d never been with a man – out of obedience, through her faith in God, responded as she did.  Mary gave birth to, and became the mother of this Son of God.  And under the care, love and instruction she and Joseph gave him – at the direction of the Holy Spirit – we’re told that “Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and with man!”

The mother of the one who came into the world to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world!  The one who was destined to die that we might have life – new, abundant and eternal life.  Jesus’ mother was important to him, and making sure she’d have someone to see to her needs – the needs of the one who’d given birth to him, and who’d given of herself to him as only a mother could – was critical to Jesus – even near the end … as he spoke the words to his mother, and to his disciple & friend, John: “Woman, behold your son – and son, behold your mother!”
So what encouragement do we have to offer our mothers today?  What hopeful words can we offer that will build them up, & be helpful to them - along their challenge-filled way – regardless of where they may be in their “motherly” journey?  I “borrowed” these words of encouragement from the Rev. Cooper Abrams III – so I want to make sure I give him credit.  First, moms, take advantage of the opportunity you have to let God’s peace rule in your life (Repeat).  This doesn’t happen automatically!  It’s a decision we make - to “let the peace of God rule in our hearts!”  I would encourage you to take advantage of this offering - this gift!
Because, you see, the Enemy doesn’t want you to have peace!  He wants you to live in fear, and in stress, and in helplessness and hopelessness!  So if you feel as if the trials and challenges of life are overwhelming & overpowering you – then claim that gift of “peace” that God so much wants you to have!

I’m reminded here of a lady by the name of Susanna Wesley, John & Charles Wesley’s mother.  As the story goes, she had – I believe – thirteen children.  And in order to have peace, and some time with God, she would take a chair to the corner of the room, and throw her apron over her head!!  God always provides a way!  Amen?!

In his letter to the Philippians, chapter 4, verses 6 and 7, Paul tells us to “Be careful for nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds - through Christ Jesus.”
Next, mothers, I would encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity you have to build yourselves up through the gift God offers us of  His Word!  As the Psalmist says, “Thy Word have I hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.”  In the words of the Prayer Book, and this is not just for mothers, but for all of us – “read, study, learn, mark and inwardly digest the words of Holy Scripture!”  Take advantage of this gift God offers!
We live busy lives today – I know I’m not telling you anything you don’t already know!  And mothers are at the top of the list of those who are the busiest!!  And it’s easy to let the demands on your time – and the Enemy - keep you from spending time in God’s Word and in prayer!  Husbands and children – make sure you give Mom that time & space she wants & needs – for that quiet time with God & His Word!  And, yes, that could mean a few extra chores, and a little extra servanthood effort, on your part, to make this happen! 
Give yourself the gift of this special time with God & His Word, and then see if it doesn’t make a difference!  As the old commercial used to say, “Try it, you’ll like it!”
And finally, mothers, a big “thank you” from all of us for living into God’s plan for your life!  Thank you for your faithful endeavors to live out these sacred words -  “Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  Nothing is too small or insignificant to be a part of God’s plan for our lives!  No Little League game, no soccer practice, no dance class … no trips to McDonald’s, no putting band-aids on “boo-boos” … listening to your grown children when they call, & still being there for them, when they need motherly advice, or some sort of help along the way … or all the many other ways you invest your time, energy, and love!! 
Moms, don’t ever let anybody tell you that what you’ve done, and what you’re doing now – doesn’t really matter!  And always remember – you have been, and you are, and you will continue – to be God’s gift to those whose lives you touch, in so many ways!!

You may do a lot of other things in your life.  You may achieve a number of objectives, and reach many goals.  But nothing is more important than what you’ve done, and what you’re doing – in living into the fullness of your calling as a mother!!  And remember, the impact and influence you have had, that you are having, and that you will continue to have on your children, your families, and others – has made, and will make an eternal difference!!

Thank God for mothers, and thank God for all women who strive to live into their calling – each and every day, never forgetting the impact you have on the lives of those around you!  Thank God for the gift each of you is to so many of us – in so many, many ways!  Thank you for the difference you make in our lives!
Let’s pray.  Dear God, thank you for mothers – for our own mothers and those of others.  Thank you for the examples they have been to us, and for those who continue to live as godly examples, influences, and gifts to us as we journey through this life.  Help us never to take them for granted, and forgive us for those times when we have.  And, Lord, bless them on this special day, and every day of their lives!  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen!

