  John Eason – St. Barnabas Sermon, May 30, 2010 – Trinity Sunday
“One God in Three Persons”

Terry & I spent this past Friday night at a bed & breakfast in St. Augustine.  She wanted to take me there for my birthday, & we got there late in the afternoon, & had a great time.

After we checked in & put our bag in the room, we went down for some appetizers and a glass of wine before we headed out for dinner.  We were invited by another couple to join them at their table.  And as we visited, we had a chance to share what each of us did for a living.  When I told them I was an Anglican priest, the wife shared with us that her sister was a Methodist minister, as their father had been, as well.

She went on to share with us that she was now a Unitarian Universalist.  Folks who are a part of this group, if they believe in God at all, profess belief in one God – but not in God – Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.  The “universalist” part of their doctrine teaches that all will be saved – that everyone will go to heaven – regardless of what they believe, or if they even believe at all.  Everyone from Mother Teresa to Adolph Hitler will be together in God’s eternal kingdom!
The doctrine of the Trinity, or the “Trinitarian” doctrine, stands in sharp contrast to this “Unitarian” doctrine.  Because the doctrine of the Trinity states that there is one God – but that this one God manifests Himself in three persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

In the orthodox Christian tradition, the doctrine of God the Trinity – belief in one God in three persons – is non-negotiable!  It’s an integral part of our historic statements of faith – in both the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed.  In Holy Scripture, we have such passages as when Jesus tells us that “he and the Father are one,” and that they will send the Holy Spirit to those who believe, to reveal to them all truth – not his own truth, but truth that comes from the Father & the Son.  

And then, the only direct scriptural reference to the Trinity I recall right now is when Jesus gives his disciples what we know as the Great Commission, at the end of Matthew’s Gospel, when he tells them, in chapter 28, verse 19, that they are to “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit …”
The doctrine of the Trinity – the belief of one God in three persons – is essential to the Christian faith.  However, this doctrine of the Trinity is not an easy concept for us to fathom, to grasp, and to understand.  And if you came here this morning thinking, well, it’s Trinity Sunday, and I’m expecting Fr. John to explain this doctrine completely and fully, in such a way that I’ll leave with all my questions answered – then you’ll most likely be sorely disappointed!  However, if you want a second opinion, I’m sure you’re welcome to “stick around” and hear what Dr. Don Heath has to say to the Presbyterians about this subject!
I think the great theologian, St. Augustine, put it well when he said, “To try to understand the Trinity is to lose your mind … but to deny the Trinity is to lose your soul!”  (Repeat)  I mean, after all, if the great theological mind of Augustine, one of the fathers of our faith who is probably responsible for contributing more than anyone else – outside of the Bible – to Western Christian theology & doctrine … if he can’t wrap his mind around the doctrine of the Trinity, then who am I to think I can?!!

Before I came to Christ – before I accepted Jesus as my personal Savior and Lord – I thought I had to have everything all figured out, before I could profess that I believed.  But, man – I didn’t even know who Jesus was – much less this idea of one God I three persons!
However, after I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and my Lord, and I began reading and searching the Scriptures, I realized that there was a great deal of what might best be referred to as “mysteries of the faith,” that I was just gonna have to live with –at least for the time being.
I think one of the most reassuring passages, helping me to accept the idea of living with mysteries, is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 13.  In verse 12, Paul tells us that “now we see in a mirror dimly, but then (and I understand this “then” to mean when you & I finally enter into the “nearer presence” of God) – then we shall see face to face.  Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”  And if the great Apostle Paul could live with some “mystery” in this life – then I guess I can, too!
You know, I believe the Enemy wants us to stay in that place where I was – before I came to Christ.  I believe he wants to convince us that we can’t come to faith in Christ – that you & I can’t begin that journey as his disciples – until we have all our questions answered – each & every one of them!  And if you & I “buy into” this, then we’ll never come to faith – because he knows this just isn’t gonna happen!!

St. Anselm, 11th century Christian philosopher & theologian, is credited with stating the concept of “faith seeking understanding” … “faith seeking understanding.”  In other words, he would say, go ahead and step out in faith, and begin your journey with Christ, and then give the Holy Spirit a chance to reveal more and more of who he, the Father, and the Holy Spirit are, as you progress along that journey.  And realize, even at the end of that journey – at least that part of the journey which involves this mortal life – we will still have questions! 
As Christians, as those who are members – not just of the Anglican Church in North America, or even the Worldwide Anglican Communion, but much bigger than that - members of the Body of Christ … we speak of the importance of being in community.  Believers were never intended to go off alone, and isolate themselves from others – but rather to come together as communities of faith – to worship, to fellowship, and to join forces for service, evangelism, and mission.  In fact, in chapter 10, the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews - tells these folks not to “forsake the assembling of themselves together,” as some had chosen to do.
The model we have in the God that you and I worship is a model of “community” – what theology refers to as a “community of being” – that community consisting of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  That community of being, having expressed itself in Creation, in Redemption, and in Sanctification.  That community of being that operates by way of the innate sense of love that comes forth – the love of the Father for the Son, the love of the Father & the Son for the Spirit, and the love of the Spirit for the Father & the Son.  
A love so great that it manifested itself in the act of Creation!  A love so deep that it came down to dwell among us!  A love so strong that it went to the cross for us!  A love so powerful that it sent the Spirit to dwell within us!  And a love so awesome and magnificent that the One who died for us and rose again – will come back again some day – and receive us unto Himself – into an eternal relationship with that divine Community of Being – the One we know as Father, Son, & Holy Spirit!!
So, what does all this have to do with how you and I live out our faith in the world today?  What difference can the Trinity make, in who you and I are, as those who have chosen to follow Jesus Christ - as Savior, and as Lord?

I believe it makes a great deal of difference!!  To begin with, there are forces at work – even in the institutional Church – attempting to “chip away” at the basic tenets of the faith … including the divinity of Jesus Christ, the Virgin birth, the doctrine of the Atonement, the Resurrection, and the truth of Holy Scripture.

There are those – even in so-called “Christian” circles, who would try to “steer us away” from the idea that Jesus was anything more than a human being.  Oh, yes, a godly model and example for us – a “way-shower” – a great teacher & philosopher – but not divine! 

There are those who would try to convince us that since a virgin birth is scientifically & biologically impossible – it just couldn’t have happened!

There are those who want us to accept the idea that the doctrine of Christ’s atoning death on the cross, for our sins and our salvation – is just an archaic, and unenlightened idea – in our modern & sophisticated day & time!

There are those who want us to believe that the Resurrection of Jesus Christ was only something that took place in the imaginations of the disciples – because they wanted to believe it so badly!

There are those who would have us believe that the Bible is just another book, written by human authors, with their own ideas, opinions, and agendas – historically conditioned, and shaped by the societies and cultures of their times!
And there are also those who would tell us that because the human mind can’t grasp & understand the concept of a God who is Trinity – one God in three persons – Father, Son, & Holy Spirit … it just must not possibly be true!!
Belief in God the Trinity also provides a model for us to live out our faith in community, and with love.  This divine “community of being” – Father, Son, & Holy Spirit – helps us to see just how important, just how critical, just how essential it is for us, as believers, to live in community ourselves!
And, finally, the love that pours forth from the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – moves us to love one another, as brothers & sisters, and to extend that love to others – to a whole world of folks – many of whom are lost, and hurting, hopeless and needy, and on the outside looking in – not yet a part of God’s eternal Kingdom!
I think the best encouragement you & I can find today would be in the words of St. Paul, once again – “Now we know in part; but then we shall know, even as we have been known!”  Then we shall encounter, and understand God – in all His fullness – the Almighty and everlasting God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!  Amen!!  

